
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

                                       

 

 

                              

GLOBALLY HARMONIZED SYSTEM 
 

What Is It? 
The Globally Harmonized System (GHS) is a hazard communication initiative of the United Nations, 
recently adopted by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration and is scheduled to be fully 
implemented by June 2016. The GHS standardizes the classification and labeling of hazardous 
chemicals, regardless of location or country of origin, and streamlines the format of safety data sheets 
(previously material safety data sheets). 
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