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“GEORGIA HANDS-FREE LAW”  

Provisions of the Law: 
• You can still talk on your phone and touch your phone while driving but the driver cannot have a phone in 

their hand or use any part of their body to support their phone.  Drivers can only use their phones to make 
or receive phone calls by using speakerphone, earpiece, wireless headphone, or if the phone is connected 
to vehicle or an electronic watch.  GPS navigation devices are allowed. 

• Headsets and earpieces can only be worn for communication purposes and not for listening to music or 
other entertainment. 

• A driver may not send or read any text-based communication unless using voice-based communication that 
automatically converts message to a written text or is being used for navigation or GPS. 

• A driver may not write, send or read any text messages, e-mails, social media or internet data content. 
• A driver may not watch a video unless it is for navigation. 
• A driver may not record or broadcast a video on any mobile device (dash cams are exempt). 

 
Exceptions to the law: 
• Reporting a traffic crash, medical emergency, fire, criminal activity or hazardous road conditions. 
• An employee or contractor of a utility service provider acting within the scope of their employment while 

responding to an utility emergency. 
• A first responder (law enforcement, fire, EMS) during the performance of their official duties. 
• When in a lawfully parked vehicle—this DOES NOT include vehicles stopped for traffic signals and stop 

signs on the public roadway. 
 

Hands-Free is Not Risk Free: 
While the new Hands-Free Law is a step in the right direction, numerous studies show that drivers can still 
become distracted / inattentive while talking on the phone even when using hands-free devices.  Choose to 
eliminate the risk by turning off or silencing your phone while driving to avoid the answering temptation. 
If you must use the phone while driving consider: 
a. Asking a passenger to answer the phone for you. 
b. Pairing your phone to your car using Bluetooth technology. 
c. Purchasing a phone holder to support your phone. 

 

Remember that per MCO 5100.19F, GOV operators are 
prohibited from using cell phones or texting while driving.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

When the Hands-Free Law takes effect July 1st, the Georgia Department of Public Safety and local law 
enforcement have the option to issue warnings for violations as part of the effort to educate and to help 
motorists adapt to the new law.  However, citations can and will be 
issued starting July 1st for any violation of the Hands-Free Law, 
including those where the violation involves a traffic crash.   
 

 

Georgia has seen significant increases in vehicle traffic crashes, fatalities 
and bodily injury. The majority of these increases have been in rear-end 
crashes, single-car crashes and crashes by drivers from 15 to 25-years-
old. These incidents are a clear indication of driver inattention. The 15 
states that passed hands-free driving laws saw a 16 % decrease in traffic 
fatalities in the two years after the law was passed.  Click the image above for more information 

http://www.headsupgeorgia.com/handsfree-law/�

