
 
 
 
                

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

MCLB ALBANY SAFETYGRAM 
LITHIUM BATTERY SAFETY 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, about 40,000 cases of children swallowing 
small lithium batteries (coin-sized button batteries) were documented between 1998 and 2010; 14 of 
which resulted in death. 

TYPES OF DEVICES THAT CONTAIN COIN-SIZED BUTTON BATTERIES 

TIPS FOR PROTECTING CHILDREN 
 

1.  Never leave batteries lying around (store spare and used batteries out of children’s reach). 
 
2.  Check all battery compartments on devices to ensure they are securely shut. 
 
3.  Purchase products that require a screwdriver or tool to open the battery compartment  
     or close with a child-resistant locking mechanism. 
 
4.  Don’t allow children to play with batteries or powered products that have easily accessible batteries. 
 
5.  Make sure all hearing aids for children have child-resistant compartments and the lock is activated. 
 
6.  Don’t insert or change batteries in front of small children. 
 
7.  Child-proofing is required for toys with batteries. Batteries must be in a case that can only be opened with a  
     screwdriver.  

Button batteries are dangerous to kids, especially toddlers, and cause severe injuries when swallowed.  
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Between 1998 and 2010 
lithium battery injuries have 
almost tripled in the United 
States.  Most battery 
injuries involve children 
age 13 years old or 
younger swallowing coin-
sized button batteries.   

Emergency Tips 
If a child swallows a coin-sized 
lithium battery: 
 

   Do not induce vomiting or let the      
     child eat or drink. 
 Call the National Battery    
     Ingesting Hotline at 202-625-  
     3333 or CDC at 800-222-1222. 
   Go to an emergency room   
     immediately. 

http://www.safekids.org/safety-basics/safety-spotlight/battery-safety/
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